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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY  

(Wangaratta Inc.)  

  

November 2017 NEWSLETTER   
 

Visit the APS Vic website at  https://apsvic.org.au/ 

 
 

Sunday November 19th   APS Wangaratta Christmas Party – From 6pm  Hamilton 

Park Community Area -    End of Kurrajong Lane Glenrowan.  Tables and Chairs supplied.  Please 

bring BBQ food, drinks, salad or a dessert to share.  Also bring your own plate and knives and forks, 

glasses and mosquito repellent.                Enquiries to Gillian Anderson 0411 111830 or 5766 2397.  

 

Meeting : Thursday November 23rd .  Guest Speakers Maree and Graham Goods –  

Topic  Creating an Attractive Wildlife Garden. 

 

Saturday 2nd December 8.30am – 12 noon. Propagating Morning at Park Lane Nursery.  Bring  

plant cuttings to propagate & share and something Christmassy for morning tea to share.  

Pots, propagating medium and gel will be supplied.  Bring a box to take your cuttings home. 
 

Meeting : Thursday February 22nd  2018 – Club night.   

Michael O’Sullivan will tell us about  one of his trips to Wyperfield National Park and The Big Desert. 

 

Sunday February 25th  – Welcome BBQ at Gillian and Paul’s house from 6.00pm. 

280 Orchard Drive Glenrowan.  Please bring your own BBQ meat & drinks, a salad or sweet to share,      

folding chair, cutlery and crockery and drinking glass. 

 

Saturday March 3rd   8.30am  – 12.00 noon. Propagating Morning at Park Lane Nursery.  

Please bring cuttings, plants to prick out and pot on.  Morning tea to share. 

 

Wednesday March 14th  6pm.  Committee meeting at 475 Shanley Street.   

 

Thursday March 22nd.  Club Night.  Learn about Modern Day uses for Bush Tucker !! 

Talk by Gillian Anderson and Jan Hall.  Pictures, information, display of Bush Tucker plants and  

Bush tucker foods to sample.   

 

Other dates for your diary.  Details coming later. 

Sunday March 25th – Outing or field trip. 

Thursday April 26th Meeting.  Topic and guest speaker TBA 

Sunday April 29th Outing or field trip. 

Thursday May 24th Meeting.  Topic and guest speaker TBA 

Sunday May 27th Outing TBA 

Thursday June 28th Meeting. Club Night 

Sunday 1st July Outing TBA. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

At our Annual General Meeting on 24th August there was a small change of positions with Alison 

Earp taking on the role of Secretary from Jenny Davidson who has done a fantastic job in this role 

for many years.   Arthur Meyers was appointed Treasurer, replacing Linda Huzzey has also done a 

sterling job and is now serving on the Committee of APS Victoria as Lone Member Officer.   John 

Van Riet will serve a second year as President. 

Our Guest speaker was Attila Kapitany who educated and entertained us with a fast-moving 

presentation on Australian Native Succulents, several of which were a surprise to be described as 

such including Grass Trees.  He brought a selection of plants and books for sale. The plants were 

very popular and we were interested to see his booklets, particularly the one on Grass Trees to 

which Geoff Barrow was a photographic contributor. 

 

I beg to disagree with his description of Purslane  
(Portulaca oleracea) as a weed – perhaps to some, 
but to me; a Succulent edible plant which is rich in Omega 3. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTING TO RUSHWORTH STATE FOREST 

On Sunday 27th August a few hardy Wangaratta APS souls attended our outing to Rushworth. 

We joined the Echuca Moama APS Group and numerous local residents for a 6km walk through 

bushlands/mine sites for a Wildflower Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The variety of wildflowers at this time of year was surprising and exciting.  Paul Derezyckyj had a 

wonderful time photographing the flowering plants.  1. Leopard Orchid  2. Snotty Gobble Vine  - 

Dodder Laurel Cassytha pubescens  3. Downy Grevillea. Grevillea langeria ?? 

       4. I am unable to name this low growing succulent – native 

 or not?  

 After braving the rain Paul and I stayed on for the afternoon 

 speaker Paul Foreman (an ex Forester) from Blue Devil 

 Consulting who spoke at length about his work in rehabilitation 

 of Ironbark Forests around Rushworth and Castlemaine. 
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QUARTERLY WEEKEND AT WANGARATTA 

On the weekend of 16th and 17th of September APS Wangaratta hosted the quarterly weekend and Annual 

General Meeting for APS Victoria.  Approximately 90 people attended to make this a fantastic weekend and 

well worth the huge amount of organising to make it happen. 

For those unable to attend; - we registered on Saturday morning at Park Lane, collected our showbags, brought 

raffle tickets in the super raffle which featured a John van Riet original water colour, beautiful chopping board 

from local timber to name only a few of the prizes. 

Those who were not delegates at the AGM had a list of places to visit in their showbags – I led a small group 

along the Bullawah Trail along the Ovens River which is signposted with information of the local indigenous 

people, approx. 5km stroll. Others visited parkland and bushland reserves around Wangaratta   We all 

adjourned to the Uniting Church Hall for lunch. 

After lunch everyone visited the Van Riet garden for a selection of activities, Plant Stall, Garden Walks, Book 

Sales and guided walks in the Warby Ranges with Geoff Barrow and Helen Wrigley leading, spotting and 

naming the plants for us – a wide selection of plants and orchids were seen in flower.  A delicious afternoon 

tea with scones hot from the oven was a big hit. 

After a tiny rest, we made our way to Town & Country Tavern for the AGM of APS and dinner. 

Our Guest Speaker Matt Looby spoke about the Lower Murrumbidgee River project that he is working on which 

captured the interest of our audience. 

The raffles were drawn and won by deserving ticket buyers  - (yes we got 3 prizes!) 

Sunday dawned to a massive carpool to visit Alan Gibb’s garden at Bobinawarrah.  I always see something I 

did not see last time when we have the opportunity to see his garden.  Morning Tea was served – real country 

hospitality!  Too many slices and cakes to choose from, everyone came back for seconds.   

Then it was time to go on to Barbara & John Griffiths’ garden at Whorouly.  Set high on a hill, the outlook of the 

snow-covered mountains was breathtaking and the garden most enjoyable .  Again, the lunch and afternoon 

tea were delicious and well received. 

We were pleased to see our visitors enjoying the beautiful gardens, food and views of the North East. 

Thank you to each and every one of our fantastic volunteers, we could not have put on such a terrific weekend 

if it were not for all of the time and effort you put into making it so. It was greatly appreciated by everyone. 

LETTER FROM SUSY SPIERS 

Dear Helen, 

I just want to thank you and all your committee for the wonderful weekend you all organised. It was the first such meeting 
that Andrew and I have ever attended and we really enjoyed it. We had no idea what to expect so it was all new and 
interesting. We felt most welcome and found things in common with many people. 

The food provided was excellent – one of the ladies said the group wanted to show country hospitality which was definitely 
achieved so many delicious slices, biscuits etc. it was hard to stop trying just one more.  I thought each garden was very 
interesting with much to learn from each place as they were so different with different challenges and specialties. 

Please thank all of the workers for the very successful weekend 

Suzy and Andrew Spiers 

PS: As it was our first time we didn’t know what time the weekend activities would finish so we decided to stay on in 
Wangaratta. IT would have been helpful to know the approximate time it would finish without needing to know the details 
of the weekend. 
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OPEN GARDEN AND PLANT STALL 

An Open Garden on October 21/22 at the van Riet garden was a fundraiser for Oxfam and Friends of 

Laculata, raising over $3000 for these groups.  The plant stall run by APS Wangaratta raised approx. 

$400 for our group.  A big thank you to those who helped tidy up the garden, made and served food, 

produced plants for sale, worked on the plant stall, led the guided tours of the garden, or worked 

behind the scenes, making sure that everything ran smoothly.  We could not have done it without 

everyone’s help. 

 

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2017 

The past year has been another fascinating year for our group as we continued to learn more about 

Australian plants and their particular qualities such as size, shape, colour and suitability for our gardens. 

Attendance at our meetings varied from 15 to 30 and at outings between 10 and 15. We welcomed several 

new members. Sadly, we lost some members, farewelling Mary Anderson in June, and Roger Wrigley who 

died in July. Roger had been very informative with several presentations over the years. Long-time member 

Barbara Buchanan celebrated her 90th at van Riet’s with guests from throughout Victoria. 

At our monthly meetings we hosted guest speakers and presenters from our own group. Topics included 

Weekend on the high plains, Spring flower display, Small Eucs and other small trees, W.A wildflowers, 

Neutrog fertiliser, Gardening in small areas, Kirstenbosch Botanic Garden in South Africa, Diverse Gardens 

in suburban Melbourne.  

Outings and field trips took us to Alan Gibb’s garden at Bobinawarrah, Black and White swamps and 

Boorhaman Grasslands Reserve, McKinnon’s garden at Eurobin, Christmas break-up at Mary and Warren’s 

at Greta South, First-meeting-of-new-year bbq at van Riet’s in Wangaratta South, Composting workshop at 

Charlie and Faye’s Robinson at Beechworth, Shepparton Botanic Garden and Gloria Tomlinson’s garden, 

Chinaman’s Island on Lake Mulwala at Yarrawonga, and two propagating days at Park Lane Nursery.  

The splendid work by our local committee enabled the above to happen as it met to plan the year’s 

programme at van Riet’s. To each one of them I express my appreciation for their sterling effort over the past 

year and particular positions they held.  

At State level we have been represented by Jan Hall and Linda Huzzey, the latter becoming the Lone 

Member Officer. Helen van Riet continued into her second year as State Secretary of the Australian Plants 

Society. 

Several of our members attended Quarterly Meetings in Bairnsdale (Sept.2016), and Melton (June2017) , 

and the F.C. Rogers Seminar in Hamilton( Oct.2016). A small group met during this year to plan the Quarterly 

Meeting in Wangaratta on 16/17 September. 

Our home base continues to be Park Lane Nursery Meeting Room. We are indebted to Scott Grant and the 

Nursery for their great hospitality in using their facility for our meetings and propagating days.  

Thank you to all who have helped in many different ways to make our meetings a joy to be at. Best wishes to 

the incoming committee and all our members for a successful and enjoyable 2017/2018 year. 

John van Riet  

President  

17 August 2017                                                                                                 
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APS VICTORIA NOTES 

Australian Native Plants Society (Australia)  Conference 2018 – Hobart 

The next Australian Native Plants Society (ANPSA) Conference starts on Monday 15th January 2018 in Hobart. 

Closing date for bookings is  15 December 2017.  

For more information about the conference, please visit anpsa.org.au/conference2018 or email 

asgapjan18@gmail.com. There are also still spaces on the ‘Alpine to Rainforest Tour’. 

If you have difficulty with the electronic registration to the Conference please contact Nicky Zanen on 0401975191 

for assistance. 

 

APS VICTORIA GROUP DATES 

25 & 26 November APS Ballarat hosts the COMM and “Last Days of Spring in Ballarat” 

17 March 2018 APS Wyndham host APS Victoria Committee of Management Meeting. More details in December 

issue of Growing Australian.  

17 & 18 March Cranbourne Friends Royal Botanic Gardens Spring Plant Sale – 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. (Mel 133 

K10) 

21 April – APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale at ‘Wirrawilla’, 40 Lovely Banks Road, Lovely Banks. (Mel 

431 D6). Entry is $2 per adult or $5 per car, children free of charge. From 8.30 am to 5.00 pm (sale is one day 

only). A BBQ, tea, coffee and refreshments, book sales, childrens’ activities and a great selection of native plants. 

28 April APS Yarra Yarra Native Plant & Book Sale. At Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 903 Main Road, Eltham 

from 10 am to 4 pm. 

12 May APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Plant Sale at St Andrew’s Uniting Church, Gisborne Road, Bacchus Marsh. 

From 9 am to 1 pm. 

16 to 27 June ANPSA 2018 Kimberley Tour – Kununurra to Broome. Details from Nicky Zanen, email 

nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk or phone 0401975191. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings  
Meetings are held at Park Lane Nursery, Park Lane, Wangaratta usually on the 4th Thursday of the month  
from February to November  
 Please arrive at 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start. 
Members are encouraged to bring along exhibits for the specimen table which is a regular feature of each 
meeting. 

We have dinner before each meeting at Cafe Martini, 87 Murphy Street, Wangaratta, 6.00 – 7.15pm  
Venue: Park Lane Nursery, Park Lane, Wangaratta 

All members are most welcome to attend.  It’s a chance to relax with a nice meal and a glass of wine. 

It is a good idea to bring a torch with you.  Visitors are always welcome 

 

mailto:asgapjan18@gmail.com
mailto:nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk
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If undeliverable, please return to:  

The Secretary  

Australian Plants Society Wangaratta 

 21 Frascas Lane, Myrrhee. 3732. 

Australian Plant Society Committee 2017-2018 

President : John Van Riet  Ph:5725 7207 

Secretary:  Alison Earp Ph: 5729 7518  Treasurer:  Arthur Meyers Ph: 5728 1654 

 Membership:  Judy Homes Ph: 5744 1358  

Newsletter:  Gillian Anderson Ph: 5766 2397    email: pdga280@bigpond.com   

APS Representative:   Jan Hall  Ph: 5744 1140   

Non Official Roles:   Joan Cochrane Ph: 5728 1654     Alan Gibb Ph: 5727 3362  

Joanne Diver Ph: 0412 985501       Michael O’Sullivan Ph: 5725 1784      Helen Wrigley Ph: 5722 2824 

 


